were types in which the pilot hung from the

by his arma. A 1011 version was

a primitive sallplane with a seat, All were
controlled by “warping’' the wing tips.
FPolich did a preliminary job en the
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Montgomery first flew ot Otay Meso, Calif., henging

by hic crmi from the fuselage of

a glider of which this model is @ eopy, He controlled the glider by bending its wing Hips,

glider. Then the pilots, wha were to do
the actual Aving for the star, Glenn Ford,
walked in. They wanted regular aileron
control surfaces. They didn't like the warp-
ing business. Polich added ailerons, and a
vertical tail surface for directional contraol.
He installed more wires for strength. He
used welded tubing for the gliders' atruc-
tures to assure strength and built in metsal
lgnmng skids in plnre of wood and bamboo,
Some liberties alsc were taken with the
second glider, with tandem wingsa. FPcdlich
followed the dimensions to the inch, but
hé braced the wings and put aflarons on
both sets of wings. The sileron control was
put behind the pilot and was strapped Lo
his body to hide It from the cameras.
Polich worked from a picture of the third
glider, talken after it had crashed, carrying
Montgomery to his death in 1611, Mont-
gomery used a control wheel—so Polich
borrowed one from a P-38 cockpit.
Director William Wellman, a World
War I fller himself, |s making the film to
rescue Montgomery from obscurity. The
Southarn California barn.loft selentist
learned acronautics from watching buz-
Zards fly and from elementary texts

Tandem glider's wings
waré covarsd on fo u&.‘
s elosaly :pou: ribs
and wire bracing are

evident in tha model that
Glenn Fard holds.

Model of Mantgomery's
u;o'. ider shows :“o
verfical toil, odded fe
cgrq out Director Wall.

man's order: “Make them
authentic, bul safe.”







